
 
 

 
 

 

Prof. Dr. Philipp Ther    

 

curriculum vitae 

University positions 

since 2010 University of Vienna, Professor for Central European History (2011-14 deputy 

director of the Institute of East European History, 2014-18 director, 2020 founder 

and director of the Research Center for the History of Transformations) 

2007 - 10 European University Institute, Florence. Professor for Comparative European 

History 

2002 - 07 European University, Frankfurt/Oder. Junior Professor for Polish and Ukrainian 

Studies at the Faculty for Cultural Studies; Permanent Fellow at the Berlin 

College for Comparative History of Europe (since 2004) 

1998 - 02 Free University, Berlin. Researcher and deputy managing director at the Center 

for Comparative History of Europe 

1997 - 98 Harvard University, Cambridge. John F. Kennedy Memorial Fellow at the Center 

for European Studies 

Degrees 

 

2005  Free University, Berlin. Habilitation at the Department of History  

  Venia legendi for modern history (Neuere und Neueste Geschichte)  

1997   Free University, Berlin. PhD at the Dept. of History (Advisor: Prof. Klaus Zernack) 

1993   Georgtown University, Washington D.C. M.A. in History (Advisor: Andrzej S. 

Kamiński) and Graduate Studies at the School of Foreign Service 

1991  Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich. Zwischenprüfung (equivalent of BA) 

  in Sociology, Political Science and Journalism (1990 in History) 

 

Awards and Fellowships  

 

2021  Visiting professor at the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland 

2020  Senior Research Associate at the Vienna Institute for International Economics 

(wiiw) 



2019  Wittgenstein award of the Austrian Science Fund (1.5 million Euro research 

endowment) 

2018-19 Global Distinguished Visiting Professor and Remarque Fellow at NYU 

2018  Shortlist for the “scientific book of the year” in Austria and the “political book of 

the year” of the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation for the book Die Außenseiter. 

Flucht, Flüchtlinge und Integration im modernen Europa (Berlin: Suhrkamp, 

2017) 

2017  Professeur invité at Sciences Po Paris (Febuary-March 2017). 

  Shortlist for the Prix du livre europeén of the European Parliament for Europe 

since 1989: A history (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016).   

2015  Nonfiction Prize at the Leipzig Book fare for “The New Order on the Old 

Continent: A History of Neoliberal Europe” and Translation Award of the 

German Booktrader Association 

2012  Translation Award of the German Booktrader Association for the book  

  „Ethnic Cleansing in Modern Europe“ 

2007  Visiting Fellow at Columbia University, New York (4 months) 

2006  Richard G. Plaschka-Prize of the Austrian Academy of Sciences for the book

 „Operntheater in Zentraleuropa” (Opera Theatres in Central Europe) 

2004  Permanent Fellow at the Berlin College for Comparative History of Europe 

2004 - 05  Senior Fellow, Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen in Wien (6 months) 

2002  Professeur invité at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS)   

 in Paris (2 months) 

2001  Research Stipend of the Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation for Studies in          

 Poland and Ukraine  

1997 - 98 John F. Kennedy Fellowship at Harvard University (1 year) 

1994 - 97 Dissertation Stipend of the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (3 years) 

1995 - 96 Research stipend of the German Historical Institute in Warsaw (6 months) 

1991 - 94 Study stipend of the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (3 years) 

1992 - 93 Fulbright Fellow at Georgetown University, Washington D.C. (14 months) 

 

Managing Positions at Universities 

 

2020  Founder of the Research Center for the History of Transformations (RECET) 

2014-2018 Acting Director of the Institute of East European History (2011-14 Deputy 

Director). Deputy member of the Senate at the University of Vienna since 2012. 

Member of various curricular commissions. 

since 2011 Speaker of the Faculty Research Focus Historical Studies on Europe, 

Coordinator of the International MA in European History 



2007-2010 Member of the Commission for Communication at the EUI, Member of the 

Selection Committee for Senior Fellowships at the HEC Department 

2003-2006 Member of the Commission for the Reform of the MA-programs at the Faculty 

for Cultural Studies, European University Frankfurt/Oder 

  Responsible for the Concept and the Accreditation of the MA-program 

„Culture and History of Central and Eastern Europe“, Member of the 

Commission for the MA-program „European Cultural History“ 

Referee and reviewer positions  

  Referee for the ERC (European Research Council), ESF (European Science 

Foundation), EURIAS (European Institutes for Advanced Study), DFG (German 

Research Foundation), Volkswagen-Foundation, DAAD (German Academic 

Exchange Service), Robert Bosch Foundation, Thyssen-Foundation, FWF 

(Austrian Science Fund), OEAD (Austrian Academic Exchange Service), Swiss 

National Fund, GAČR (Czech Science Fund) 

Anonymous reviewer for the journals American Historical Review (USA), Journal 

of Modern History, Journal of Modern European History, European History 

Quarterly (UK, also member of the Advisory Board), Contemporanea (Italy), 

Central European History (USA), Slavic Review (USA) as well as for several 

University Presses, e.g. Princeton UP, Stanford UP, Cambridge UP 

Member of the Editorial Boards of Kwartalnik Historyczny, Roczniki Dziejów 

Społecznych i Gospodarczych (Poland), Ukraina Moderna (Ukraine), 

Zeitgeschichte (Austria), East Central Europe (Hungary), Passato e Presente 

(Italy), Austrian History Yearbook (USA). Member of the Collegium Carolinum 

(since 2019).  

Tenure Evaluator for several Ivy-League-Universities in the US, the NYU and the 

Catholic University of America. 

Languages Native German, English, Polish, Italian and Czech fluently 

  Good knowledge of French and Russian  

  Passive knowledge of Ukrainian and Slovak 

  Good reading capability of Croatian, Slovenian, Catalan, Spanish and Latin  

  Basic knowledge of Turkish 

Personal Details   

  Born in Austria on May 16th, 1967, citizenship German and Austrian (honorary) 

  Elementary school education in Istanbul, Turkey,  

  Secondary education at Benediktinergymnasium Ettal, Bavaria.  

  Married, four children 



Public Lectures and Keynote Speeches 
 
1) In the United States  
 
Harvard University (1995, 1997, 1998, 2002, 2007, 2013, 2016), Princeton University (2002, 2015) 
Columbia University (1999, 2000, 2004, 2007, 2019), Brown University (2002, 2016), Yale University 
(1995), University of Pennsylvania (2016, 2019), Georgetown University (1995, 2002, 2014), 
Berkeley University (2019), Indiana University (2019), University of Minnesota (2019), Annual 
Convention of the American Historical Association (1999, 2020), Annual Convention of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies/ASEEES (1999, 2004, 2013, 2015, 
2016, 2018, 2019).  
 
2) In Europe 
 
Germany: Deutscher Historikertag (2000, 2002 and 2006); multiple times at Free University 
Berlin, Humboldt University in Berlin, University of Cologne, University of Munich, University of 
Bielefeld, University of Jena, University of Leipzig and University of Freiburg, ZZF Potsdam, 
Centre Marc Bloch  
 
France: Ecole des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris (2002), CNRS (2003), Sorbonne 
(2003, 2004, 2005), Sciences Po (2015, 2016, 2017), University of Nancy (2017) 
 
Italy: University of Padova (2009), University of Genova (2018) 
 
Netherlands: University of Amsterdam (2001), University of Utrecht (2017)  
 
Austria (prior to my tenure in Vienna): Austrian Academy of Sciences (2004), University of 
Vienna and University of Graz (2002 and 2005)  
 
Czech Republic: Charles University Prague (1999, 2003, 2004, 2020), Czech Academy of 
Sciences (1999, 2016) 
 
Slovakia: Central European Forum (2018), Austrian Cultural Forum (2016) 
 
Hungary: Central European University in Budapest (multiple times)  
 
Croatia: Academy of Sciences (2007) 
 
Poland: Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw (1996 and 2003), University of Warsaw (2011, 
2015, 2020), Convention of the Association of Polish Historians (2014)  
 
Ukraine: Ukrainian Academy of Sciences (2004, 2006, 2017). 2011 and 2012 in the framework of 
the RESET summer and winter schools), Kyiv Biennale (2019)  
 
Russia: State University Kaliningrad (2003), Russian Academy of Sciences (2001) 
 
In Asia: National University of Vietnam in Hanoi (2012), Fudan University Shanghai (2009) 
University of Kolkata and Goethe Institute in New Delhi (2008) 
 
Selected Topics (since 2002)  
 
The History of Refugees in an Enlarged Europe / Refugees in European History since 1492 
(Rutgers University, 29.10.2018; University of California at Berkeley, 15.2.2019; University of 
Pennsylvania, 26.3.2019; Vanderbilt University, 28.3.2019; Columbia University, 4.4.2019; 
University of Minnesota, 10.4.2019; Indiana University, 11.4.2019, Gerry-Feldman Memorial 
Lecture at the GHI in Washington 15.10.2020, Keynote at the Junges Forum “(Post)Migration 
und Konflikte at the Centre Marc Bloch on 10.1.2021) 



 
Druhý život habsburské monarchie v Československu. Poznámky ke kontinuitám po převratu 
1918, Lecture at the University of Brno, 2.10.2019 (in Czech) 
 
Das andere Ende der Geschichte: 1989, der globale Neoliberalismus und seine illiberalen 
Folgen (Keynote at the Congress of the German Association of Sociology, Jena, 26.9.2019 
and at the German Association for East European Studies, 14.3.2019, University of Warsaw, 
10.12.2020 (in Polish) 
 
Europa 1918/2018: Zwischen Integration und Desintegration  
(Keynote at the conference „Dialog in der Mitte Europas“ of the Bernhard-Bolzano-Society, 
Brno, 23.3.2018) 
 
Die Außenseiter. Flucht, Flüchtlinge und Integration im modernen Europa  
(book tour with multiple lectures and panel discussions in Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
France, Poland and Slovakia; October 2017-April 2018) 
 
Die Transformation von unten  
(Keynote for the conference “Zur Gesellschaftgeschichte des Umbruchs. Lebenswelt und 
Systemwechsel vor, während und nach 1989“, Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung Potsdam, 
22.6.2017) 
 
1989 and the global hegemony of neoliberalism / Neoliberalism in historical perspective  
Lectures on the occasion of the publication of the book Europe since 1989. A history (Oxford 
University, 13.9.2016; EUI Florence, 3.10.2016; Brown University, 10.11.2016; Harvard University 
14.11.2016; NYU, 15.11.2016; University of Pennsylvania, 16.11.2016; ASEEES-Convention, 
19.11.2016, University of Maastricht, 14.2.2017; Sciences Po, 8.3.2017; University of Nancy, 
14.12.2017 (in French); University of Utrecht, 15.2.2018, University of Genova, 30.5.2018 (in 
Italian)   
 
Nach dem Neoliberalismus. Die Herausforderung der Flüchtlingsintegration 
(Frankfurt, Römerberggespräche, 12.3.2016) 
 
On the "British Track": Contractual Ethnic Cleansing 1919-1948 
(Koper, conference “Population transfers in 20th century Europe. The case of Istria”, Keynote 
Speech, 26.4.2014) 
 
Standortbestimmung und Entwicklung der Sozialgeschichte seit den 1990er Jahren  
(Vienna, workshop „Social History Reloaded“, 5.11.2015) 
 
The new order on the old continent – economic reform in Eastern Europe in a pan-European 
perspective  
(Keynote at the Austrian National Bank on the occasion of the 10th Conference of the South-
East European Monetary History Network, 1.10.2015) 
 
Wächst Europa auseinander? Der Süden als neuer Osten  
(Vienna, Karl-Renner-Institut, 15.9.2015, and University of Basel, 2016) 
 
Ukraine in Postcommunist Transformation  
(Kharkiv, Public Speech for the Project Meeting „Region, Nation and Beyond: Interdisciplinary 
and Transcultural Reconceptualization of Ukraine,“ 25.6.2015) 
 
Groping in the Dark. Expectations and Predictions 1988-1991 
(Keynote for the conference “Into The Open. 1990 – The First Year Of Transition”, Imre-Kertesz-
Kolleg, Jena, 11.6.2015.) 
 
The Transatlantic Dimension of Neoliberalism: The Washington Consensus and the Beginnings 
of the Polish and Czech Transformation  



(conference „Rethinking Transatlantic Relations“ of the Remarque Institute at NYU, 14.3.2015) 
 
Transformacja z perspektiwy historycznej: Biedne wsie, bogate metropolie  
(Szczecin, lecture at the final panel of the 19th Polish Historians’ Convention “25 lat po Jesieni 
Narodów w Europie Środkowej 1989-2014”, 20.9.2014 – in Polish) 
 
Nationalismus in der Oper 
(lecture for the Festspiel-Dialoge 2014 “Ästhetizismus und Barbarei. 1914-2014“ at the 
Salzburger Festspiele, 31.7.2014) 
 
Die neue Ordnung auf dem alten Kontinent. Revolution, Transformation und Neoliberalismus in 
Europa seit den 1980er Jahren 
(Carl-Friedrich-von-Siemens-Foundation Munich/Graduiertenschule für Ost- und 
Südosteuropastudien, 23.6.2014; variations of the lecture: Zeitgeschichtliches Colloquium 
Jena, 15.4.2015; Charles University Prague, 11.5.2015; literary symposium „Europa: Mythos oder 
Vision“ in Wiesbaden, 17.9.2015) 
 
Poor Berlin, Boomtown Warsaw. The Transformation of Central European Metropoles since the 
1980s (Harvard University, Center for European Studies, 20.11.2013) 
 
Impulse statement „The Contested Memory of 1989“ for the Roundtable “Historical Memory 
and Transitional Justice in Postcommunist Europe” 
(Harvard University, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, 19.11.2013) 
 
Ostmitteleuropa im Zeitalter des Neoliberalismus. Die Transformation aus historischer Sicht 
(Leipzig, GWZO, 13.6.2013)  
 
Reconciliation Processes in Comparative Perspective  
(Lecture and Teaching Module at the Global Politics Fall School Vietnam 2012: "Common 
Challenges in Diverse Settings: Regional Cooperation in Europe and Asia", 1.-14.10. 2012, at 
the National University of Hanoi) 
 
From the „Eastern Block“ to the „New Europe“. The Transformation in Historical Perspective. 
(University of Vienna, Keynote Speech for the 6th Graduate Conference in European History, 
2.5.2012) 
 
Das Ende des alten Mitteleuropas. Zwangsmigrationen auf dem Gebiet des ehemaligen 
Habsburgerreiches 1938-48 
(conference "Mitteleuropa? Zwischen Realität, Chimäre, Konzept", Prague, 25.-26.10.2011) 
 
Differenciation vs. Universalization: Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide Studies 
(University of Vienna, Der Holocaust und die Geschichte der Völkermorde im 20. Jahrhundert, 
24./25.10.2011) 
 
Historicizing Transformation. International Convergence and intra-national divergence 
(public lecture, IWM Vienna, 16.10.2011)  
 
Vom mittelalterlichen Nationsbewusstsein zum modernen Nationalbewusstsein. Das Beispiel 
Schlesien  
(ÖAW, 9.10.2011)  
 
Vom Ostblock zum neuen Europa. Die Transformation aus historischer Sicht. 
(Inaugural lecture at University of Vienna, 22.4.2011; Regensburger Vorlesung, University of 
Regensburg, 20.6.2012; Deutsches Polen-Institut Darmstadt, 4.9.2013) 
 
International Diplomacy and Ethnic Cleansing 
(Diplomatic Academy, Vienna, 12.4.2011) 
 



The History of Civil Society 
(Lecture and Seminar at the Global Politics Summer School at Fudan University, Shanghai, 
24.8.2009) 
 
Migration History in European Perspective 
(Opening Lecture at the Third Annual Graduate Conference in European History (GRACEH) in 
Florence, 28.5.2009) 
 
Migration History in European Perspective 
(Opening Lecture of the Third Annual Graduate Conference in European History (GRACEH) in 
Florence, 28.5.2009) 
 
"Ethnische Säuberungen" im 20. Jahrhundert und die europäische Moderne 
(University of Cologne, 26.1.2009, in the framework of the Public Lecture Series on “European 
Modernity”)  
 
Spazi di cultura. Opera italiana e tedesca a confronto 
(University of Padova, 13.1.2009) 
 
Die Geschichte des Musiktheaters als Zugang zur Gesellschafts- und Kulturgeschichte Europas 
(Opening Lecture of the Conference „Die Gesellschaft der Oper. Kulturtransfers und 
Netzwerke des Musiktheaters in Europa, 22.-24.5.2008, at the Staatsoper Berlin) 
 
The Spoliation and Restitution of Jewish Property in Europe 
(Columbia University, 25.4.2007) 
  
Ethnic Cleansing in 20th Century Europe. History and Memory 
(Columbia University, 24.4.2007; Harvard University, 30.4.2007) 
 
Concepts of Transnational Historiography. Comparison, Transfer, Histoire Croisée 
(lecture and seminar with Michael Werner at the Berlin College for Comparative History of 
Europe, 29.8.2006) 
 
Helden und Antihelden in der russischen und tschechischen Oper 
(lecture at the 46th Deutscher Historikertag, Konstanz, 21.9.2006) 
 
Between East and West. The Political and Cultural Geography of Europe since the 
Enlightenment  
(Keynote speech at the Viadrina Summer University 2006, 26.6.2006) 
 
Central Europe from a postcolonial perspective. The German and the Habsburg Empires in 
Comparison  
(Sorbonne, Université Paris IV, 8.12.2005) 
 
Der Themenkomplex der Vertreibung aus deutscher und polnischer Sicht 
(Keynote speech for the 31st annual convention of the German-Polish Schoolbook 
Commission on 30.5.2005 in Szczecin) 
 
Smetana and the Myth of the Czechs as a Musical Nation 
(History Department, CEU Budapest, 23.3.2005) 
 
Überlegungen zu einer transnationalen Geschichte Zentraleuropas 
(Institut für die Wissenschaft vom Menschen in Vienna, 22.2.2005) 
 
European History as Migration History 
(Keynote Speech at the 5th Eustory Annual General Assembly & Symposium „Commemorating 
20th Century Migration in National Societies” in Warsaw, 28.1.2005) 
 



The Politics of Opera: The Music Theatre as a Means of Emancipation in 19th Century Central 
Europe  
(Columbia University, 8.12.2004)  
 
Im Zentrum der Gesellschaft. Operntheater im mittleren Europa 1815-1914 
(Austrian Academy of Sciences, 15.11.2004) 
 
Die Historizität des Vergleichens und die Bedeutung der raumübergreifenden Kommunikation 
in der europäischen Moderne  
(WZB Berlin, 4.6.2004) 
 
Between War and Peace. Continuities and Discontinuities in the Inter-ethnic Relations in L´viv 
in the late 19th and 20th Century  
(Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Kyiv, 24.5.2004) 
 
German as Imperial History. The German Empire of 1871 in the Context of the Continental 
Empires of Europe  
(CEU in Budapest, 14.5.2004) 
 
„L ́obligation de se determiner”: le conflit germano-polonais en Haute-Silesie   
(Sorbonne/Université Paris IV at the Conference „La destruction des confins: bouleversements 
historiques, nostalgies, esthétiques périphériques des années 1930 B nos jours”, 5.3.2004) 
 
Probleme der Staats- und Nationsbildung in Ostmittel- und Südosteuropa. Eine historische 
Analyse vor aktuellem Hintergrund  
(„Balkan-Forum” of the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Bertelsmann Foundation, 
24.11.2003) 
 
Teatr i Polityka. Teatr Polski w Lwowie 1842-1914  
(Institute of History at the Polish Academy of Sciences, 31.10.2003 – in Polish) 
 
Vom Vergleich zur Histoire Croisée. Transnationale Ansätze zur deutschen und 
ostmitteleuropäischen Geschichte  
(Inaugural lecture at the European University Frankfurt/Oder, 8.7.2003) 
 
National Operas in Germany and East Central Europe in the Long 19th Century 
(Harvard University, 1.5.2002) 
 
 
Other Academic Activities 
 
Organisation of conferences, roundtables and summer schools  
 
Co-organized multiple conferences and panels at ASEEES conventions and the Congress of 
the German Association of Sociology related to my projects “Transformations from Below” 
and “Volunteerism” (see externally funded projects) 
 
Roundtable on my book “Refugees in Europe since 1492” at the ASN Convention 2019 and 
the AHA Convention 2020 
 
Co-convener of the World Congress of the Association of Borderland Studies in Vienna and 
Budapest (2018) 
 
Co-organized the workshop “Falling Behind and Catching up. Southeast Europe and East 
Central Europe in Comparison” (23.6.2016, in cooperation with the Wiener Institut für 
internationale Wirtschaftsvergleiche) 
 
Co-organized the international workshop “Social History Reloaded” (5.11.2015, in cooperation 



with Peter Becker and Gerhard Botz) 
 
Co-organized the 9th Annual Graduate Conference in European History (GRACEH), “Crisis and 
Solidarity in European History” (University of Vienna, 23.-25.4.2015) 
 
Organized the roundtable “How revolutionary were the changes since the 1980s?  
The transformation of Eastern Europe in historical perspective” (45th ASEEES Convention, 
Boston, 21.11.2013) 
 
Co-organized the international workshop “Loopholes in the Iron Curtain. Economic Contacts 
between Eastern and Western Europe since the 1970s” (University of Vienna, 18.-19.4.2013, in 
cooperation with the Imre-Kertész-Kolleg, University of Jena, and the IWM, Vienna)  
 
Co-organized the international conference “Homogenizing South-Eastern Europe. Balkan 
Wars, Ethnic Cleasing and Postwar Ethnic Engineering since 1912” (University of Vienna, 08.11.-
10.11.2012) 
 
Co-Organized the 6th Graduate Conference in European History (Graceh) “Transformation in 
European History. Preconditions – Processes – Perceptions” (University of Vienna, 3.-5.5.2012, in 
cooperation with the CEU Budapest and the EUI Florence) 
 
Organized the conference "Kulturpolitik und Theater in europäischen Imperien. 
Der „Kulturstaat Österreich“ im internationalen Vergleich" (University of Vienna, 19.-20.11.2010) 
 
Co-organized the Workshop “History of the Cold War” (EUI Florence, 10.3.2010) 
 
Co-organized an international conference for the 40th anniversary of the journal European 
History Quarterly „European History Today: New Perspectives in Europe and the World“, UCL, 
Birkbeck College, 17.-18.9.2009 
 
Organized the „Oral History Workshop” with Lutz Niethammer, EUI, 9.2.2009 
 
Organized the workshop „Gli Internati Militari Italiani”, EUI, 6.2.2009 
 
Co-organized the „Third Annual Graduate Conference in European History (GRACEH)” (in 
cooperation with the CEU Budapest and the Berlin College for Comparative History), EUI, 28.-
30.5.2009 
 
Co-organized the Workshop „Representations of Jews in the Contemporary European Popular 
Culture”, EUI Florenz, 24.-26.11.2008 
 
Directed and co-organized the conference „The Impact of 1989 on Europe: Structural 
Integration but Ideational Divergence? Interdisciplinary conference on the occasion of the 
20th anniversary of 1989”, EUI, 6.-8.11.2008 
 
Co-organized the conference „State Socialism and „transnational interspaces” 1956-1989“ (In 
cooperation with the University of Warsaw and the University of Jena, EUI, 18.-21.9.2008   
 
Directed and co-organized the conference  „Die Gesellschaft der Oper. Kulturtransfers und 
Netzwerke des Musiktheaters in Europa”, HU Berlin, Staatsoper and Komische Oper Berlin,  22.-
24.5.2008 
 
Co-organized the conference „How European is the Opera? The Musical Theatre as a Cultural 
Topography Europe (mostly in German) (in cooperation with the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences, March 1-2, 2007) 
 
Organized the conference „The Nationalization of Cities in the 20th Century. East Central 
Europe and Palestine/Israel Compared” (Berlin College of Comparative History, September 



17-18, 2007) 
 
Co-organized the conference „Property and Memory in the German-Polish-Jewish Triangle“ 
(in cooperation with the Center for Contemporary History in Potsdam, February 2-3, 2007).  
 
Co-organized the conference „Musical Theatre as High Culture? Discourses on Opera and 
Operetta during the Late 19th Century” (in cooperation with the Croatian Musicological 
Society, Zagreb, November 24-25, 2006) 
 
Co-organized the Viadrina Summer University on „Border Cultures” (Interdisciplinary summer 
term for international graduate students and postdocs at the European University Viadrina, 
June 26-July 14, 2006) 
 
Co-organized the conference „Opera as a Place of Representation. European Opera Houses 
in the 19th Century in Comparison” (in cooperation with Central European University, 
Budapest, October 13-14, 2005) 
 
Co-organized the Viadrina Summer University on „Oppositional Cultures” (Interdisciplinary 
summer term for international graduate students and postdocs at the European University 
Viadrina, June 20-July 10, 2005)  
 
Organized the Roundtable „Sounds as Identity Symbols: The Potential for a „Musical Turn“ in 
the Study of Modern Eastern Europe“ at the 36th Annual Convention of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS), 4.-7.12.2004 in Boston 
 
Organized and directed the Panel „Music in History: Society, Music and Cultural 
Nationbuilding in the `long´ 19th Century“ at the International Convention of the Gesellschaft 
für Musikforschung in Weimar about „Musik und Kulturelle Identität”, 16.-21.9.2004 
 
Co-organized a conference about „Memory vs. Enlightenment. The Legacy of Expulsions in 
Present Day Europe” in June 2003 at the University in Frankfurt/Oder 
 
Co-organized a conference about „`Aryanization´ and Restitution in a Comparative 
Perspective: The question of Jewish Properts Stolen under Nazi occupation in Europe at the 
Center for Comparative History of Europe (January 2002) 
 
Organized a conference (in German and English) about „The Boundaries of Nations and 
Nation States: Regionalisms in European Intermediate Areas from the Mid 19th to the end of 
the 20th Century” at the Center for Comparative History of Europe (February 2001) 
 
Co-organized a workshop (in German, Polish and Czech) about „The Limits of Nations: The 
Change of Identities in Upper Silesia in Early Modern and Modern History” at the Herder-
Institute in Marburg (November 2000) 
 
Organized a workshop (in German) about „Violence in National Conflicts in Europe: Factors of 
Escalation and De-Escalation in the 20th Century in Comparison” at the Center for 
Comparative History of Europe (May 2000) 
 
Organized a one day workshop about "Historical Memory and its Role for International 
Relations: A Comparison between Western and Eastern Europe" co-sponsored by the Center 
for European Studies and the Ukrainian Research Center at Harvard University (May 1998) 
 
Co-organized the weekly public lecture and seminar about Comparative European History at 
the Center for Comparative History of Europe in Berlin (1998-2002) 
 
Organized a two day conference (in Polish, German and Czech) about "The Consequences 
of Forced Migration for the Postwar History of Central and Eastern Europe" in Gliwice, Poland 
(November 1997) 



 
Organized and taught a one week intensive seminar for graduate fellows of the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation about the history and the transformation of the Czech Lands (Sept. 1996) 
 
 
Activities in institutions and associations  
 
Member of the Editorial Board of the journal Austrian History Yearbook (since 2017) 
 
Managing editor of the book series “Musikkulturen europäischer Metropolen im 19. und 20. 
Jahrhundert” (since 2006) 
 
Member of the board and co-editor of the book series „Frankfurter Studien zur Wirtschafts- 
und Sozialgeschichte Ostmitteleuropas” (since 2004) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the international research project „Die Stiftung "Erinnerung, 
Verantwortung und Zukunft" und ihre Partnerorganisationen“ (2008-2012) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the journal East Central Europe (since 2011) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the journal Kwartalnik Historyczny (since 2011) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the journal Roczniki Dziejów Społecznych i Gospodarczych 
(since 2011) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the international Graduiertenkolleg „Sozialistische Diktatur 
als Sinnwelt“ (2007-2010) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the journal European History Quarterly (since 2008) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the international research project „Schleichwege im 
Sozialismus. Inoffizielle  Begegnungen und Kontakte sozialistischer Staatsbürger 1956-1989“ 
(2006-2008) 
 
Selection and mentoring of the „Fritz-Stern-Fellows” established by the University of Wrocław 
and the European University, Frankfurt/Oder (2005-2007) 
 
Editor of several volumes of the book series „Synthesen. Probleme europäischer Geschichte” 
(2004-2007) 
 
Selection and mentoring of the fellows of „Ukraine-Program” at the European University 
Frankfurt/Oder (2003-2007) 
 
Member of the Advisory Board of the journal Ukraina Moderna (since 2006) 
 
Selection Committee for the John F. Kennedy-Fellowship at the Center for European Studies, 
Harvard University (2005) 
 
Expert (Sachverständiger) for the Bundestagsausschusses für Bildung, Forschung und 
Technologiefolgenabschätzung zur Öffentlichen Anhörung am 22.3.2004 über die 
Arbeitsbedingungen an deutschen Hochschulen 
 
„Balkan-Forum”, Bundesministerium für Auswärtige Angelegenheiten der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland and Bertelsmann-Stiftung (2003 und 2004). Expertise about „Probleme der Staats- 
und Nationsbildung in Südosteuropa im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert“ 
 
Member of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Osteuropakunde (since 2002) 
  



Externally funded international research projects  
 
1. At the University of Vienna  
 
“Research Center for the History of Transformations (RECET)” 
Funding: Wittgenstein award of the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 
Funding period: 2020-2025 
Budget: 1.5 Mio. Euros  
 
“Volunteering in Local Communities between Late Socialism and Liberal Capitalism: The 
History of Volunteer Fire Departments in Germany and East Central Europe” 
Funding institution: FWF and DFG (in cooperation with T. Linderberger, HAIZ, Dresden) 
Funding period: 1.3.2017-28.2.2020 
Budget (in Vienna): 170,000 Euro 
 
Transformations from Below: Shipyards and Labour Relations in the Uljanik (Croatia) and 
Gdynia (Poland) Shipyards since the 1980s. 
Funding institution: FWF and DFG (in cooperation with Ulf Brunnbauer, IOS, Regensburg) 
Funding period: 1.4.2016-31.3.2018 
Budget: (in Vienna) 231,000 Euros 
 
Doktoratskolleg “Galizien und sein multikulturelles Erbe” 
Funding institution: FWF  
Funding period: 36 Monate, 1.3.2013-28.2.2019 
Budget: 1.4 Mio. for 7/8 applicants = ca. 350,000 Euros 
 
International research project “Ukraine – Region, Nation and Beyond” 
Funding institution: FWF (in cooperation with the DFG and the Swiss Science Fund)  
Funding period: 36 Monate, 1.3.2013-28.2.2015 
Budget: 85,000 Euros 
 
International Conference “Homogenizing South-Eastern Europe. Balkan Wars, Ethnic Cleansing 
and Postwar Ethnic Engineering since 1912”, 8.-10.11.2012 
Funding institution: Robert-Bosch-Foundation 
Budget: 9,000 Euros 
 
As host institution or co-applicant: 
 
“Economic Collectivism: Old and New. Lessons from the Communist and Post-Communist 
Experience” Prof. János Mátyás Kovács 
Funding Period: 2019-2021 
Budget: 170,000 Euros 
 
“Die smellscapes von Lublin. Eine Geruchsgeschichte Ostmitteleuropas im 20. Jahrhundert” 
Herta-Firnberg-Stipend of the FWF, Dr. Stephanie Weismann 
Funding Period: 1.4.2018-3.3.2021 
Budget: 228,720 Euro 
 
“Mehrsprachigkeit in der k.u.k. Armee und Zivilgesellschaft” 
Elise-Richter-Stipend of the FWF, Dr. Tamara Scheer 
Funding Period: 1.10.2017-30.9.2020 
Budget: 251,678 Euro 
 
“Intervision: Popular Music and Politics in Eastern Europe” 
Lise-Meitner-Stipend of the FWF, Dr. Dean Vuletic 
Funding Period: 1.8.2017-31.7.2019 
Budget: 162,180 Euro 



 
“Transnational nationalism. Far-Right Nationalist Groups in East Central Europe in the 20th and 
21st centuries” 
Funding institution: Horizon 2020 programme of the EU, Marie Curie Fellowship, Dr. Aga Pasieka  
Funding Period: 1.10.2015-30.9.2017 
Budget: 178,157 Euros 
 
“Nationalising the Young in European Borderlands” 
Elise-Richter-Fellowship of the FWF, Dr. Machteld Venken 
Funding institution: FWF  
Funding period: 48 months, 1.5.2014-30.4.2018. 
Budget: 356,000 Euro 
 
“Eurovision: A History of Europe through Popular Music”  
Funding institution: 7. FP of the EU, Marie Curie Fellowship, Dr. Dean Vuletic  
Funding period: 24 months, 1.9.2013-31.8.2015 
Budget: 240,300 Euro 
 
“War Memories. Border Regions, Children & Migrants in Europe (1945-1970)” 
Lise-Meitner-Fellowship of the FWF, Dr. Machteld Venken 
Funding institution: FWF 
Funding period: 10 months, 1.6.2013-15.4.2014. 
Budget: 35,348 Euro 
 
The sum of the acquired external funding for University of Vienna is at the moment (2019) 
more than 4 million Euros.  
At RECET we have acquired projects externally funded projects (FWF, NCN, OENB) worth more 
than 1.1 million Euros  
 
2. At the European University Institute, Florence 
 
“Europe and Beyond: Transfers, Networks and Markets of Musical Theatre in Modern Europe” 
The project used the topic of music theatre as an approach to study European cultural history 
from the 18th to the late 20th century. A transnational European musical market developed 
which encompassed virtually all parts of the continent. This market created commonalities in 
perception and habits, in the patterns of tastes, and repertoires. As a transnational practice 
music and its institutions often bridged the political and social, regional and ethnic cleavages 
in Europe, but also provoked processes of demarkation. 
The project concentrated on various agents of transfers: on singers, especially stars and 
ensembles, conductors, impresarios and their audiences. The perceptions of musical theatre 
among local audiences were driven not only by professional musicians, but by critics, writers 
and, from the beginning of the 20th century, increasingly by audiovisual media. New means of 
communication and travel greatly contributed to cultural exchanges as well. It was the aim of 
the project to explore exchanges within Europe and beyond its changing geographic and 
political boundaries, and to ask why some genres of culture were defined as European. The 
project thus followed a non-essentialist vision of European culture, which has to be understood 
as an often paradox and conflicting process. 
The project was carried out in cooperation with partner institutions all over the continent: in 
Florence, Bielefeld, Berlin, Vienna, Paris, Graz, Budapest, Prague, Zagreb, Kyiv, Rome, Athens 
and Moscow. The aim of the cooperation was to create a lasting impact on the respective 
academic communities.  
The project also continued the book series on musical cultures in European metropoles 
established in a previous project at the European University in Frankfurt/Oder in 2006 (see 
below)  
Funding institution: European Commission, 2009-2011 
Funding period: 2009-2011 
Budget: 300,000 Euros 
 



The Impact of 1989 on Europe: Structural Integration but Ideational Divergence?  
Interdisciplinary conference on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 1989  
(Seed Money Project) 
Funding institution: EUI, 2009-2011 
Funding period: 2008 
Budget: 11,000 Euros 
 
The sum of the acquired external funding was 311,000 Euros (2007-2010). 
 
3. At the European University, Frankfurt/Oder  
 
Die Oper im Wandel der Gesellschaft. Die Musikkultur europäischer Metropolen im langen 19. 
Jahrhundert  
(Opera and the Change of Society. The Musical Culture of European Metropoles in the ‘long’ 
19th Century) 
Funding: Volkswagen Foundation 
The Project was based on a team of postdoc researchers and contracted cooperation 
partner researchers who worked about operatic cities in western Europe, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Croatia and Ukraine. The project resulted in a book series „Musikkulturen 
europäischer Metropolen im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert“ published by Oldenbourg/Böhlau in 
Vienna.  
 
Vol. 1: Philipp Ther, In der Mitte der Gesellschaft. Operntheater in Zentraleuropa 1815-1914 (2006) 
Vol. 2: Jutta Toelle, Oliver Müller (eds.), Bühne der Politik. Die Oper in europäischen Gesellschaften im 19. 
und 20. Jahrhundert (2008) 
Vol. 3: Peter Stachel, Philipp Ther (eds.), Wie europäisch ist die Oper? Die Geschichte des Musiktheaters 
als Zugang zu einer kulturellen Topographie Europas (2009) 
Vol. 4: Jutta Toelle, Bühne der Stadt. Mailand und das Teatro alla Scala zwischen Risorgimento und Fin 
de Siècle (2009) 
Vol. 5: Sven Oliver Müller, Philipp Ther, Jutta Toelle, Gesa zur Nieden (Hg.), Die Oper im Wandel der 
Gesellschaft. Die Musikkultur europäischer Metropolen im „langen” 19. Jahrhundert (2010) 
Vol. 6: Gesa zur Nieden, Vom grand spectacle zur great season. Das Pariser Théâtre du Châtelet als 
Raum musikalischer Produktion (1862-1914) (2010) 
Vol. 7: Sarah Zalfen, „Staatsopern“ – Das Verhältnis von Politik und Oper in Berlin, London und Paris in den 
1990er Jahren (2011) 
Vol. 8: Gerhard Brunner, Sarah Zalfen (eds.), Werktreue. Was ist Werk, was Treue? (2011) 
Vol. 9: Fabian Bien, Oper im Schaufenster. Die Berliner Opernbühnen in den 1950er Jahren als Orte 
nationaler kultureller Repräsentation (2011) 
Vol. 10: Philipp Ther (ed.), Kulturpolitik und Theater. Die kontinentalen Imperien in Europa im Vergleich 
(2012) 
Vol. 11: Mauro Fosco Bertola, Die List der Vergangenheit. Musikwissenschaft, Rundfunk und 
Deutschlandbezug in Italien, 1890-1945 (2013) 
Vol. 12: Markian Prokopovych, In the Public Eye: The Budapest Opera House, the Audience and the 
Press, 1884- 1918 (2014) 
Vol. 13: Sabina Cismas, Invocations of Europe: Music Theatre and the Romanian Principalities 1775-1852 
(2016) 
Vol. 14: Ingeborg Zechner, Das englische Geschäft mit der Nachtigall. Die italienische Oper im London 
des 19. Jahrhunderts (2017) 
 
Out of Place: Ethnic Migration, Nation State Formation and Property Regimes in Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Israel 
International research project 
The project was based on a team of postdoc and doctoral students and carried out in 
cooperation with the Wissenschaftskolleg Berlin, the University of Haifa, and the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. 
Funding: German-Israeli Foundation for Scientific Research and Development  
Funding Period: 2006–2009.  
 
Series of trilateral Oral-History-Seminars about East Central European Metropoles 
- Polish Wrocław as a European Metropole (May 2004) 
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- On the Traces of Königsberg. The Transnational History of Kaliningrad (July 2005) 
- A New Society in an Old Scenery. The Transnational History of L´viv (May 2006) 
The series has been carried out in cooperation with the University of Wrocław (Poland), the 
Kant-State-University in Kaliningrad (Russia) and the Iwan-Franko University in L´viv (Ukraine). 
Funding: Stifterverband für die Deutsche Wissenschaft, Robert-Bosch-Foundation  
Funding period: 2004-06 
 
Other externally funded projects: 
(supported by the Stifterverband für die deutsche Wissenschaft, the German Academic 
Exchange Service, the Zeit-Foundation and the Robert Bosch-Foundation) 
 
Viadrina Summer University  
The interdisciplinary Viadrina Summer University was established with the anthropologist 
Werner Schiffauer. It was an interdisciplinary three week summer term for international 
graduate and postgraduate students. The teaching language was English. The topics (during 
my tenure in Frankfurt/Oder) were:  
- Oppositional Cultures (2005) 
- Border Cultures (2006) 
- Religious Cultures (2007) 
 
Public lecture series „Transnational Approaches to Eastern European History” (spring semester 
2005)  
 
Summer University Kaliningrad. Annual summer term for Russian language and history taught in 
Kaliningrad for international students (2003-2005) 
 
Public lecture series „Coexistence and Conflict. The Multicultural History of Central and Eastern 
Europe and its Recent Reception” (spring semester 2004) 
 
Ukraine-Program of the European University Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder  
(Study program for Ukrainian graduate students funded by the DAAD, since 2003) 
 
Public lecture series “Historical Boundaries and Entanglements in Central and Eastern Europe” 
(fall semester 2003) 
 
Germans in Georgia. Victims of Communist Terror (Oral History Project, 2003-2005) 
 
“Sabinus Fellowship Program” (Exchange and Study Program at Viadrina for students and 
young researchers from the State University in Kaliningrad, Russia, since 2003) 
 
Cooperation program with the Iwan Franko State University in L´viv, Ukraine (since 2003) 
 
Concept and application (the latter in cooperation with the President of the Viadrina, Gesine 
Schwan) for the Bucerius-Stiftungsprofessur (Externally founded professorship) „Geschichte 
und Kultur Mittel- und Osteuropas” at the Faculty for Cultural Studies 
Funding: Zeit-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius 
Funding period: 2007-2012 
 
The sum of the acquired external funding at the European University was 730,000 Euros. 
 
 
  



Teaching Experience 
 
University of Vienna 
 
fall semester 2020 
Research Seminar in the History of Transformations (advanced graduate seminar) 
Zwischen Hofmusiker und freiem Komponisten. Sozial- und Kulturgeschichte der Wiener Klassik 
(1780-1830) (BA thesis writing seminar) 
 
summer semester 2019 
Habsburg Pop. Die Geschichte populärer Musik im späten Habsburgerreich (graduate 
seminar) 
Sozial- und Kulturgeschichte des Wiener Walzers (undergraduate thesis writing seminar) 
 
fall semester 2018 (NYU) 
The history of refugees in the western world (graduate seminar)  
  
summer semester 2018 
Oral History - Theoretical and Methodological Introduction (graduate seminar, co-taught with 
Piotr Filipkowski) 
Far-right Movements and their Material Culture in Historical Perspective (graduate research 
seminar, co-taught with Agnieszka Pasieka) 
Nationalismus, Gewalt und Neuordnung Europas nach dem Ersten Weltkrieg (undergraduate 
seminar, co-taught with Tamara Scheer) 
Menschen und Ideen in Bewegung: Interaktion, Verbindungen und Verflechtungen  
(seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Peter Becker) 
Thesis Writing Seminar (interdisciplinary seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Tatjana 
Thelen) 
Refugees in Modern European History (seminar at the Diplomatic Academy) 
 
fall semester 2017 
Die Außenseiter: Flucht, Flüchtlinge und Integration in der europäischen Geschichte (lecture) 
Far-right Movements and their Material Culture in Historical Perspective (graduate research 
seminar, co-taught with Agnieszka Pasieka) 
Die Geschichte Zentraleuropas im Spiegel der Musik, 1848-1918 (undergraduate seminar, co-
taught with Tamara Scheer) 
Revolutions in European History since 1917 (Vienna-Budapest special seminar in cooperation 
with the CEU) 
Master-Seminar (colloquium, co-taught with Kerstin Jobst) 
Menschen und Ideen in Bewegung: Interaktion, Verbindungen und Verflechtungen  
(seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Peter Becker) 
 
summer semester 2017 
Ringvorlesung zur tschechischen Geschichte (lecture with guest speakers) 
Zwischen österreichischer Militärdiktatur und ungarischem Sonderweg? - Österreich-Ungarns 
Heimatfronten im Ersten Weltkrieg (undergraduate seminar, co-taught with Tamara Scheer) 
Master-Seminar (colloquium, co-taught with Kerstin Jobst) 



Transformation: Theorien und Konzepte für eine Geschichte von Politik, Gesellschaft und Kultur 
(seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Peter Becker) 
 
fall semester 2016 
sabbatical 
 
summer semester 2016 
Flucht und Flüchtlinge im modernen Europa (lecture) 
Flüchtlinge vs. Arbeitsmigranten? Migrationsgeschichte im modernen Europa (graduate 
research seminar) 
Master-Seminar (colloquium, co-taught with Kerstin Jobst) 
Relationale Ansätze in der Geschichte und den Kulturwissenschaften und Schreibwerkstatt für 
DoktorandInnen (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Peter Becker) 
 
fall semester 2015 
Adel und Militär in der späten Habsburgermonarchie (undergraduate seminar, co-taught with 
Tamara Scheer) 
Relationale Ansätze in der Geschichte und den Kulturwissenschaften und Schreibwerkstatt für 
DoktorandInnen (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Wolfgang Schmale) 
Das österreichische Galizien und sein multikulturelles Erbe (seminar for doctoral students, co-
taught with Annegret Pelz) 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki-Ringvorlesung zur Geschichte Polens – Transformationen einer 
Gesellschaft von der Adelsrepublik bis in die jüngste Zeit (lecture with guest speakers) 
 
summer semester 2015 
Reforms, Revolutions and Transformations: The “New Europe” since the 1980s (seminar as a 
visiting professor at the CEU Budapest) 
Comparison, Transfer and Network: New Approaches and Methods in History and Cultural 
Studies - Doctoral seminar in preparation of the 9th Graduate Student Conference in 
European History (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Wolfgang Schmale) 
 
fall semester 2014 
Violent Nationalism and Ethnic Cleansing in Modern Europe (lecture) 
Revolution as a Historical Phenomenon (Vienna-Budapest special seminar in cooperation with 
the CEU) 
Die Revolutionen von 1989 und Österreich (graduate seminar, co-taught with Wolfgang 
Müller)  
Master-Seminar (colloquium, co-taught with Kerstin Jobst) 
Relationale Ansätze in der Geschichte und der Kulturwissenschaft und Schreibwerkstatt für 
Doktoranden (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Wolfgang Schmale) 
 
summer semester 2014 
Die neue Ordnung auf dem alten Kontinent. Revolution, Transformation und Neoliberalismus in 
Europa seit den 1980er Jahren (lecture) 
Europäische und osteuropäische Geschichte im 20. Jahrhundert (graduate research seminar) 
Master-Seminar (colloquium, co-taught with Kerstin Jobst) 
Comparison, Transfer and Network: New Approaches and Methods in History and Cultural 
Studies (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Peter Becker)  



Sozialgeschichte des späten Habsburgerreiches (undergraduate seminar, co-taught with 
Tamara Scheer) 
 
fall semester 2013 
sabbatical 
 
summer semester 2013 
Geschichte Südosteuropas (lecture, co-taught with Robert Pichler) 
Osteuropäische und europäische Geschichte im 20. Jahrhundert (graduate research seminar) 
Master-Seminar (colloquium) 
Comparison, Transfer and Network: New Approaches and Methods in History and Cultural 
Studies (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Wolfgang Schmale) 
 
fall semester 2012 
Die Geschichte Zentraleuropas im Prisma der Musik (lecture) 
Polen im 20. Jahrhundert (undergraduate seminar) 
Kriege und Nachkriegsordnungen auf dem Balkan im 20. Jahrhundert (graduate seminar) 
Master-Seminar (colloquium) 
Comparison, Transfer and Networks: New Approaches and Methods in History and Cultural 
Studies (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Wolfgang Schmale) 
Ethnic Cleansing in Modern Europe (seminar, Diplomatic Academy Vienna) 
 
summer semester 2012 
Nation Building and Nationalism in Modern Europe. Theory, Historical Development and Case 
Studies (lecture) 
Geschichte des Kalten Krieges (graduate research seminar) 
Comparative and Transnational History: New Approaches and Methods in History and Cultural 
Studies (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with Wolfgang Schmale) 
 
The history of reconciliations (seminar at the Global Politics Summer School at the National 
University of Vietnam in Hanoi, 1.-5.10.2012)  
 
fall semester 2011 
Kulturgeschichte des Habsburgerreiches (lecture) 
Kultur-und Sozialgeschichte des Wiener Walzers (undergraduate seminar) 
Geschichte des Kalten Krieges (graduate seminar)  
Master-Seminar (colloquium) 
 
summer semester 2011 
Ethnic Cleansing in Modern Europe (lecture) 
Historical Comparison and Cultural Transfer (seminar for doctoral students, co-taught with 
Wolfgang Schmale) 
Vom "Ostblock" zum "Neuen Europa". Die Transformation in zeithistorischer Sicht (graduate 
research seminar) 
Geschichte Galiziens (excursion) 
 
fall semester 2010 
Die kontinentalen Imperien in Europa und die Herausforderung des Nationalismus (lecture) 



Die Revolutionen von 1989 in vergleichender Perspektive (graduate seminar)  
Idee und Praxis des Nationaltheaters im Habsburgerreich (undergraduate seminar) 
Einführung in die Oral History (undergraduate seminar) 
 
European University Institute, Florence 
 
summer semester 2010 
The History of the Cold War (research seminar, co-taught with K. Patel) 
Thesis Writing Seminar on 20th Century History (departmental seminar, co-taught with S. Smith) 
 
fall semester 2009 
The Revolutions of 1989 in Comparative Perspective (research seminar) 
Thesis Writing Seminar on Modern European History (departmental seminar, co-taught with T. 
Molho and A. Romano) 
 
summer semester 2009 
Oral History and Related Social Science Approaches (departmental seminar) 
Mapping European History: Transfers, Networks and Markets of Culture in Modern Europe 
(departmental seminar, co-taught with M. Prokopovych) 
Urban History and Music in the City (Tutor: M. Prokopovych) 
 
History of Civil Society (seminar at the Global Politics Summer School at Fudan University, 
Shanghai, 24.-26.8.2009) 
 
fall semester 2008 
Nationalism: Theory, Historical Development, Comparative Case Studies (departmental 
seminar, co-taught with M. Todorova) 
Thesis Writing Seminar on Modern European History (departmental seminar, co-taught with T. 
Molho) 
Postwar Polish and East European Jewish history (Tutor: A. Cichopek) 
Cultural and Intellectual History of the Habsburg Monarchy (Tutor: Dr. I. Vushko) 
 
summer semester 2008 
Ethnic Cleansing in Modern Europe: History and Memory (research seminar) 
What is European History? Recent Examples, Approaches and Methods (departmental 
seminar, co-taught with K. Patel) 
 
fall semester 2007 
Beyond the Nation: Theories and Methods of Comparative History, Cultural Transfer and 
Transnational History (departmental seminar, co-taught with B. Yun) 
 
European University, Frankfurt/Oder 
 
summer semester 2007 
Sabbatical, visiting fellow at Columbia University. 
 
fall semester 2006 



Laboratories of Postmodernity. Vienna, Prague and Krakow at the Fin de Siècle (graduate 
seminar) 
New Methods and Concepts of Eastern European Studies (graduate seminar) 
Eastern European Studies (colloquium) 
 
summer semester 2006 
Mental Mapping. The Political and Cultural Construction of Space in Europe (graduate 
seminar) 
Eine neue Gesellschaft vor alten Kulissen. Multilaterales Oral-History-Seminar zur 
transnationalen Geschichte Lembergs (research seminar with excursion, taught in Polish and 
German) 
 
fall semester 2005 
Die multinationalen Imperien und die Herausforderung des Nationalismus. Das 
Habsburgerreich 1815–1918 (lecture) 
Transnationale Ansätze zur osteuropäischen Geschichte (colloquium and lecture series) 
 
summer semester 2005 
Auf den Spuren von Königsberg. Trilaterales Oral-History-Seminar zur transnationalen 
Geschichte Kaliningrads (research seminar with excursion, taught in Polish and German) 
From Socialism to Democracy. Governments and Dissidents in Postwar Central and Eastern 
Europe (graduate seminar) 
 
fall semester 2004 
Senior fellow at the Institut für die Wissenschaft vom Menschen in Vienna 
 
summer semester 2004 
Das polnische Breslau als europäische Metropole. Trilaterales Oral History-Seminar  
(research seminar with excursion, taught in Polish and German)  
Koexistenz und Konflikt. Die multikulturelle Geschichte des mittleren und östlichen Europas und 
ihre heutige Rezeption (graduate seminar) 
 
fall semester 2003 
Regionale Bewegungen und Regionalismen im europäischen Vergleich (lecture) 
Historische Grenzen und Grenzüberschreitungen im mittleren und östlichen Europa (graduate 
seminar) 
Politik und Oper. Das Musiktheater als Medium gesellschaftlicher Emanzipation (BA-seminar) 
Tschechien-Exkursion “Nationale Vergangenheit und europäische Zukunft” (excursion) 
 
summer semester 2003 
Einführung in die Methoden der Geschichtswissenschaft am Beispiel der deutschen und 
polnischen Vertriebenen (undergraduate seminar) 
Deutschland, Polen und die Ukraine. Drei verflochtene Wege in der europäischen Moderne 
(graduate seminar)  
 
Free University, Berlin 
 
summer semester and summer term 2002 



Multiple Ways to Democracy: German & European History after World War II (graduate 
seminar at the International Summer University of the FU Berlin) 
Die Idee des Nationaltheaters im Kontext der Nationalbewegungen in Deutschland und 
Ostmitteleuropa (undergraduate seminar) 
The European Civilisation: Idea and Practice. Methods and Approaches in Comparative and 
Entangled History (Organization and co-teaching at the International Graduate Seminar, 
Center for Comparative History of Europe, 1.-8.9.2002) 
 
summer semester and summer term 2000 
Nucené vysídlení Němců z Střední Europy a vysídlenci v poválečných dějinách Německa 
(graduate seminar at Charles University, Prague) 
Das Jahrhundert der `ethnischen Säuberungen´: Vertreibungen und Deportationen in Europa 
1912–1995 (undergraduate seminar) 
Die Konstruktion Europas seit der Aufklärung bis heute. Methoden und Themen von Vergleich 
und Transfer (Organization and co-teaching at the International Graduate Seminar, Center 
for Comparative History of Europe, 1.–8.10.2000) 
 
fall semester 1999 
Nationale und regionale Identitäten im Elsaß und in Oberschlesien 1900–1950 (undergraduate 
seminar) 
 
summer semester 1999 
Die Machtergreifung der Kommunisten in Ostmitteleuropa: Die SBZ/DDR, Polen und die 
Tschechoslowakei im Vergleich (undergraduate seminar) 
Zivilgesellschaft in Ost und West. Methoden und Themen von Vergleich und Transfer 
(Organization and co-teaching at the International Graduate Seminar, Center for 
Comparative History of Europe, 24.–31.8.1999) 
 
 
  



Supervised PhD projects 
 
1) At the University of Vienna 
 
Matthias Kaltenbrunner, Migrationspatterns der Westukraine - ein galizisches Erbe? (2013-2016) 
Postdoctoral employment: Assistant professor at the University of Vienna 
 
Nadia Weck, Eisenbahn in Galizien. Der Einfluss des Verkehrs auf die Entwicklung Lembergs in 
der zweiten Hälfte des 19. Jahrhunderts. (2012-2016) 
Postdoctoral employment: Assistant researcher at the University of Vienna 
 
Sarah Lemmen, Repräsentationen der außereuropäischen Welt und das Selbstbild der 
tschechischen Gesellschaft 1890-1938. (2012-2016) 
Current employment: Assistant professor at the University of Madrid 
 
Johannes Kontny, Von der imperialen Peripherie zur nationalen Grenzstadt Eupen und 
Znojmo/Znaim als lokale Verdichtungspunkte belgischer und tschechoslowakischer 
Nationalstaatspolitik. (2011-2016) 
Postdoctoral Employment: University Administration, University of Vienna 
 
2) At the European University Institute, Florence 
 
Pascale Falek, Eastern European Female Jewish Migrants at Belgian Universities 1918-1940 
(2007-2011).  
Current employment: Director, Jewish Museum in Brussels 
 
Joonas Korhonen, Social Choreography of Viennese Waltzes, 1780-1815(2007-2011).  
 
Łukasz Mikołajewski, Visions of Europe in “Kultura”, the Polish emigrants’ literary magazine 
(1948-2000) (2008-2012).  
Postdoctoral employment: Assistant professor at the University of Warsaw 
 
Jannis Panagiotidis, “Homeland Migration” from the Soviet Union to Germany, Israel and 
Greece: A Comparative Cultural History of Legal Discourse and Practice (2007-2012). Current 
employment: Junior professor, University of Osnabrück  
 
Lars Fredrik Stöcker, Informal contacts across the Baltic Sea during the Cold War era (2008-
2012).  
Postdoctoral employment: Postdoc-Fellow at the University of Tallinn and the University of 
Uppsala 
 
Constantin Claudiu Oancea, Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line: Political 
Festivals in Socialist Romania, 1948 – 1989 (2008-2014). 
 
3) At the European University, Frankfurt/Oder and at Free University Berlin 
 
Rudolf Kučera, Staat, Adel und Elitenwandel. Die Adelsverleihungen in Böhmen und Schlesien 
1806 – 1871 im Vergleich (Berliner Kolleg für Vergleichende Geschichte Europas, FU Berlin, 
2004-2008, Summa cum laude (Co-Tutelle FU Berlin and Charles University Prague).  
Postdoctoral employment: Researcher (tenured) at the Czech Academy of Sciences and 
Fellow at the Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies. 
 
Iris Engemann, Die Slowakisierung Bratislavas 1918-1948. Der Prozess nationaler Aneignung aus 
institutionsgeschichtlicher Perspektive (Europa-Universität Viadrina, 2006-2010, Summa cum 
laude).  
Postdoctoral employment: Researcher at the Ludwig-Boltzmann-Institut für Europäische 
Geschichte und Öffentlichkeit, Vienna, then founder of Berlin-Text Agency. 



 
Anna Moskal, Im Spannungsfeld von Region und Nation – Die Polonisierung der Stadt Posen 
nach 1918 und nach 1945 (Europa-Universität Viadrina, 2006-2010, Magna cum laude). 
Postdoctoral employment: European Parliament. 
 
Christian Domnitz (t), Hinwendung nach Europa. Neuorientierung und Öffentlichkeitswandel 
im Staatssozializmus 1975-1989 (Europa-Universität Viadrina und ZZF Potsdam, 2005-2011, 
Summa cum laude). Postdoctoral employment: Researcher at the Bundesbehörde für die 
Unterlagen der Staatssicherheit. 
 
Marketa Tautrmanová, Das Prager Ständetheater 1846–1861 (Europa-Universität Viadrina, 
2004-2011, Magna cum laude) 
Postdoctoral employment: Lecturer at the University Ustí nad Labem 
 
Jutta Toelle, „Die Last, ein Theater zu führen” – Impresari und Opernhäuser im Italien des 
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